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BUSINESS RETENTION AND EXPANSION 

INDUSTRIAL RECRUITMENT 
Quick Facts 

 In 2009, Muskogee County had a net loss of 919 jobs, a 
2.0 percent decrease from 2008.  

 Future job growth over the next ten years predicted to 
be 29.8%. 

 The unemployment rate in Muskogee County as of 
November 2009 is 8.5% or 1.5% lower than the national 
average.  

 Muskogee ranks the 19th least expensive city in the 
nation; our cost of living is 12.7% lower than the U.S. 
average. 

 Muskogee boasts the 2nd lowest transportation costs and 
the 20th lowest housing costs, as compared to the rest of 
the nation.   

 Muskogee's population is approximately 40,099, a 
population growth of 4.67 percent since 2000.   

Sources: Economic Modeling Specialist, Inc., Fast Forward, Inc., Oklahoma Employment Security 
Commission, ACCRA Cost of Living Index, Q3 2009, U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 Population 
Estimates, Census 2000 

 

 

Muskogee Development facilitated a total of 38 projects from the 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce and independent 
companies during the year 2009, a 23.7% decrease from 2008.   

 
These projects represented over $396 million in capital 
investments, $148 million in annual payroll, and totaled more 
than 4,100 potential jobs. 

 
Of the projects submitted, 39% were requests from the Oklahoma 
Department of Commerce with the remaining 61% from utility 
companies, site locators, businesses and entrepreneurs. 

 
Muskogee Development hosted 21 site visits for site locators and 
businesses during 2009, which represents 55% of the total 
number of projects submitted.   

 

INDUSTRIAL PARKS  
 

        Total Acreage        Available Acreage  

Port of Muskogee     450          200 

Muskogee      66          16  

Davis Field      550          550  

Turnpike     46         9  

East Pointe     119          39  

South Side      242          242  

John T. Griffin      290          117 

John T. Griffin Expansion     237                              237 
 

 

 

Company Highlights 
 IBC Bank opened their newly relocated 2,368-square-foot branch, in October, located at 3143 Azalea Park Drive.   
 Okie’s Restaurant on U.S. 69 completed their remodel in October, adding a saloon, featuring a dance floor and bar.  
 In October, Wal-Mart celebrated the grand opening of the newly remodeled and expanded Wal-Mart Supercenter.  
 An 85-bed Fairfield Inn opened in September, along U.S. 69 next to the new IHOP.  Fairfield Inns are part of the Marriott Hotel chain and cater to business 

customers. 
 American Bank of Oklahoma opened a new branch office, in September, located at the corner of York and Chandler, formerly IBC Bank. 
 Davis Field Airport completed construction on the addition of a 14-bay hangar‚ as well as a spacious addition to the current terminal, in August. These 

improvements are part of an overall capital investment initiative planned for the airport‚ which is owned‚ operated and maintained by the city of Muskogee.  
 In August, Connor’s State College opened their first business incubator, consisting of office space up to 1,390 square feet in two suites. Business incubators are 

spaces to help start-up or expanding business develop and grow into job-creating entities. 
 During the year, Severs Block Building on West Broadway has attracted several new tenants including: Western Finance, a loan company; The Hill, a candle shop; 

and Reauxbear’s, a trendy clothing store.  
 In May, Orscheln Farm & Home moved into the former Price Cutter grocery store at 6 East Shawnee Bypass, on the corner of Shawnee and Main Street. The new 

facility has allowed the farm supply store to double its space and have room to sell and mount tires.  
 A new 6,000 square feet Car Mart dealership opened its doors in March 2009 at 1501 West Shawnee Bypass. 
 Toyota of Muskogee opened a larger dealership, in March at 2314 West Shawnee Bypass.  The dealership building is 30,672 square feet, and the site is approximately 

2 ½ times larger than its previous location at 1330 North Main Street.  The dealership expects to hire more mechanics, more parts people and more sales people. 
 Muskogee Community Hospital opened their 45 bed, $52 million, 95,000sq.ft. acute care facility in March.   
 A new 25,000-square-foot clothing store, It’s Fashion, opened in March, at the location of the former Goody’s clothing in River City Plaza. 
 In February, Furniture Factory Outlet opened a new 24,500 square feet store located on West Shawnee Bypass.  The store offers more room than it had at its previous 

14,000-square-foot facility in Curt’s Shopping Center.  
 Muskogee County Farm Bureau celebrated the grand opening of its new county office in January, located at 28 East Shawnee. 
 The VA Regional Office has expanded to a third building “the Annex” in May, spending $2.1 million in renovations over the year, adding 20,000sf of office space. 

From 505 employees in 2005, to 1,265 employees in September 2009, the Muskogee VARO increased their workforce by 150%, giving them the new title of the 
“largest Regional Office in the US”.  

 

Program Highlights  

         2009             2008 
Visits to Existing Industries      13              12 
New Companies Contacted       9              11 

 



12th Annual Business & Industry Services Banquet & Awards Ceremony 
Muskogee Development, Muskogee Chamber of Commerce, and Indian Capital Technology Center partnered to present twelve 
area businesses with awards, this past October.  Award winners were selected with input by Muskogee Development's Established 
Industries Committee, and were evaluated in several categories including safety, employee development, and community service.  
Muskogee Development awarded its Special Recognition Award to Hubert Lontz, Jr. of O-I for his continued service and support of 
Muskogee Development.  Lontz serves on Muskogee Development’s Board of Directors, the Established Industries Committee, and 
has chaired the Greater Muskogee Manufacturers Alliance (GMMA) since its inception in 2008.  Two businesses were inducted into 
Muskogee’s “Century Club” honoring businesses that have been established in Muskogee for 100 years or longer, Muskogee 
Fairgrounds and Saint Joseph Catholic School.  Currently, 16 businesses have been inducted into this elite group. 

 

Special thanks to Indian Capital Technology Center for sponsoring this event; Georgian Belton, ICTC Culinary Arts Department; our award sponsors: American Bank of Oklahoma, 
Armstrong Bank, BancFirst, Bank of Oklahoma, Citizens Security Bank and Trust and First National Bank; and to the Chair of the Established Industries Committee, Connie 
Cunningham, Manufacturing Extension Agent, for her continued dedication and service. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 A L  S T E V E N S ,  C H A I R   J O E L  C O U S I N S ,  V I C E - C H A I R   

O K L A H O M A  G A S  &  E L E C T R I C  SE R V I C E S     S T I F E L  N I C O L A U S  
 

C H E R Y L  W H A L E N ,  S E C R E T A R Y - T R E A S U R E R   E A R N I E  G I L D E R ,  P A S T - C H A I R  
       O K L A H O M A  N A T U R A L  G A S  C O M P A N Y    I N T E R S T A T E  P R O P E R T I E S,  I N C .  

 

   

Wayne Wilburn 
BancFirst 

 

Janey Boydston 
Cagleõs Flowers & Gifts 

 

Jay Akard 
Citizens Security Bank and Trust 

 

Greg Buckley 
City Manager,  

City of Muskogee 

 

John Tyler Hammons 
Mayor, City of Muskogee 

 

Pete Beaver 
Creek Nation National 

Council 

 

Nanette Robertson 
Eastern Workforce 

Investment Board 
 

Steven Smalley 
Farmers Insurance Group 

 

Tom Walden 
HR Ventures, LLC 

 

Gill Luton 
Georgia-Pacific 

 

Sue Harris 
Greater Muskogee Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

 
Leisha V. Haworth 
Greater Muskogee 

Development Corporation 

 
Tom Stiles 

Indian Capital Technology 

Center 
 

Scott Robinson 
Muskogee City-County Port 

Authority 
 

 

Gene Wallace 
Muskogee County 

Commissioner 
 

Steve Mahan 
Muskogee Regional 

Medical Center 
 

Hubert Lontz, Jr. 
O-I 

 

Bob Luttrull 
Pioneer Abstract and Title 

Company 
 

David Ragsdale 
Ragsdale Funeral Home 

 

GREATER MUSKOGEE MANUFACTURERS ALLIANCE 

BUSINESS RECOGNITION 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
Just a Few of the Benefits of Membershipé 
Muskogee Development strives to provide value to our members.  “Muskogee DevelopmentS”, a bi-monthly e-update of 
upcoming events, trainings, seminars, and hot topics, is sent to our membership of approximately 260 business professionals.  In 
addition, a quarterly newsletter is sent to our members containing information of current business issues, local company updates, 
and features on services provided by area partners.  Members also have the opportunity to promote their products and signage 
through Muskogee Development’s Business Showcase Window, which has downtown, Okmulgee street frontage.  This year, two 
businesses were displayed; Boral Bricks and Dal-Tile, and appointments are quickly being filled for 2010. 

MUSKOGEE DEVELOPMENT  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 

The creation of the Greater Muskogee Manufacturers Alliance (GMMA) was one of Muskogee Development’s pride accomplishments 
during 2008.  Muskogee Development continues to serve the Alliance as a liaison to accomplish their goals. The Alliance was created with 
the assistance of Muskogee Development’s Established Industries Committee in response to manufacturers’ requests during BR&E visits 
for a forum exclusive to manufacturing.   
 

The Alliance is 100% manufacturer driven, and is chaired by Hubert Lontz, Plant Manager of O-I.  Under his leadership, GMMA has 
established a voice… bringing together 83 members from 33 local manufacturers, who together employ over 3,500 local workers.   
 

During the last year, members have addressed issues ranging from the importance of character in the workplace to current and future 
legislation impacting Muskogee’s manufacturers. They have also established a unified voice within the local, state, and federal legislation 
arenas, through letters and petitions. 

 



This is a condensed version of the Muskogee Development 2009 Annual Review.   

The full version may be found on our website at www.muskogeedevelopment.org or contact our office at (918) 683-2816. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Barbara Staggs 
Individual Membership 

 

C.G. Fullenwider 
Individual Membership  

 

Ray Lehman 
Individual Membership 

 

Sheri Barton 
Individual Membership 

 

Tom Walden 
Individual Membership 

 

David Russell 
Aceco Rental & Sales 

 

Jewell Daniels, Jr. 
Advanced Urology & Wellness 

Center 
 

Lee Buddrus 
Acme Engineering & 

Manufacturing 

 
Dan Morris  

Advantage Controls 

 

Randy Menie 
American Bank of Oklahoma 

 

Roger Bell 
Armstrong Bank 

 

Aaron George 
Arvest Bank 

 

Craig Cromley 
AT&T 

 

Robert Brown 
Bacone College 

 

Wayne Wilburn  
BancFirst 

 

David Jones 
Bank of Oklahoma 

 

Barry Farmer  
Barry J. Farmer, D.D.S., Inc. 

 

Bethany Bowline 
Bethany D. Bowline, C.P.A. 

 

Shawn Kirk  
Boral Bricks 

 

Carter Bradley 

Bradley Funeral Home, Inc. 
 

Benny Briggs 

BRB Roofing & Manufacturing 

Shawn Raper 
C.S. Raper & Son Realtors 

 

Janey Boydston 
Cagle's Flowers & Gifts 

 

Aaron Baldwin 
Captive-Aire Systems 

 

Ann Barker Ong 
CCOM Medical Group 

 

David Ross 
Central Mortar & Grout 

 

Charles Randolf 
Charlie's Chicken 

 

Diane Kelley 
Armstrong Bank 

 

Jay Akard  
Citizens Security Bank and 

Trust 
 

John Reynolds Jr. 
Coldwell Banker Fite & 

Reynolds 

 

Donnie Nero 
Connors State College 

Muskogee 
 

David Miller  
Cross Communications 

 

Ed Smart 
Dal-Tile 

 

Billie Been 
East Central Electric Co-op 

 

Nanette Robertson 
Eastern Workforce Investment 

Board, Inc. 
 

Chris Condley 
First National Bank of 

Muskogee 
 

Joseph Faulkner 
Foster-Petering Funeral Home 

 

Gill  Luton     
Georgia-Pacific 

 

Richard Bennett 
Global Machine Company 

 

John Griffin  
Griffin Food Company 

 

Marilyn  Palmieri 
Health Care Administrators, Inc. 

 Mark Truitt  
Henderson Coffee Corporation 

 

D.B. Merrill  
Hilldale Public School 

 

  David Hix  
Hix Air Conditioning Service, 

Inc. 
 

   Larry  Hoffman 
Hoffman State Farm Insurance 

 

Jay Updike 
Holloway, Updike & Bellen, Inc. 

 

Edward Breen 
INCOR 

 

  Tom Stiles 
Indian Capital Technology 

Center   
 

Earnie Gilder  
Interstate Properties, Inc. 

 

Lynn  Janway 
Janway Chiropractic 

 

Jimmy French 
Jenkins Construction Services, 

Inc.  
 

Gary Horton 
Lakeland Florist, Inc. 

 

James Gulley 
Love Bottling Company 

 

Marc  Susman 
Marc Susman, D.D.S. 

 

Michelle Arnold  
Metals USA 

 

Gary Parker 
Moffitt, Parker and Company 

 

Jack Morrow  
Muskogee Abstract & Title 

Company 
 

Sue Harris 
Muskogee Chamber of 

Commerce 
 

Scott Robinson 
Muskogee City-County Port 

Authority 
 

Rachel Slavens 
Muskogee Community Hospital 

 

Gene Wallace 
Muskogee County Commissioner 

 

Terri  Mortensen 
Muskogee County E.M.S. 

 

Leisha Haworth  
Muskogee Development Corp. 

 

Jim Harig  
Muskogee Federal Credit Union 

 

J.D. Foster 
Muskogee Housing Authority 

 

Linda Morgan -Clark  
Muskogee Non-Profit Resource 

Center 
 

Scott Lambert  
Muskogee Pallet Co., Inc. 

 

Larry  Corvi  
Muskogee Phoenix 

 

Steve Mahan 
Muskogee Regional Medical 

Center 
 

Gina Walker  
Muskogee Surgical Group 

 

Max Eversole 
Muskogee Tag Agency 

 

David Smith 
Muskogee Transfer and Storage 

 

Tim McElroy  
Northeastern State University 

 

Al  Stevens 
OG&E Electric 

 

Hubie Lontz 
O-I 

 

John Schilt 
Oklahoma Interpak Enterprise, 

Inc. 
 

Beth Seim 
Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame 

 

Cheryl Whalen 
Oklahoma Natural Gas  

Company 
 

Anthony James 
Packaging Corp. of America 

 

Bob Luttrull  
Pioneer Abstract and Title 

Company 
 

Sam Scott 
Rehabilitative Solutions, LLC 

Sam Fowler 
Sam R. Fowler C.P.A., Inc. 

 

Rick Myers 
Service Vending Company of 

Oklahoma, LLC  
 

Louie Slape 
Slape Construction 

 

Kamlesh Aggarral 
Sooner Realty Properties, LLC 

 

Carole Fisher 
Soroptimist International 

 

Joel Cousins 
Stifel Nicolaus 

 

Tom Turner  
Tedford Insurance 

 

Kevin Stills 
Stills Enterprise, Inc.  

(Pumps and Controls, Inc.) 
 

Billy Jewell 
Suddenlink Communications 

 

Nick Fuller  
The Fuller Agency 

 

Ed Thornley 
The Trust Company of 

Oklahoma 
 

Dan Leatherman 
Tonto Construction, Inc. 

 

Susan Alexander 
Tri Alexander Transportation, 

Inc. 
 

Sam Jarvis 
US Department of Veterans 

Affairs 
 

Ken Wright  
V&M TCA, L.P. 

 

E.S. Warner  
Warner Properties 

 

Eddie Birch 
Whitlock Packaging 

Corporation 
 

Patty Garner 
Workforce Oklahoma  

(O.E.S.C.) 
 

Andrew Yaffe 
Yaffe Iron & Metal 

 

Bryan Young 
Young Chiropractic 

MUSKOGEE DEVELOPMENT  
MEMBERSHIP 2009 

http://www.muskogeedevelopment.org/

