
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W HY E CONOMIC 

D EVELOPMENT 

M ATTERS t  

 

 

 

 
BUILDING A BRIGHTER  

FUTURE FOR MUSKOGEEõS  

BUSINESSES AND MUSKOGEEõS  

CITIZENS 

 

 

 
 

Muskogee Development  

 2009 Annual Review  

www.muskogeedevelopment.org 



  1 

Table of Contents 
 

 

The mission of Muskogee Development is to 

stimulate growth of the area economy by 

locating, inducing and assisting businesses 

making investment decisions.  Success will 

provide investment and job opportunities, 

equitable income for area residents, and enhance 

the communityôs ability to provide quality public 

services.  Together, this will provide a climate for 

a better quality of life for the citizens of the 

Muskogee area. 
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A L  ST E V E N S ,  C H A I R   

O K L A H O M A  G A S  &  E L E C T R I C  SE R V I C E S 
JO E L  CO U S I N S ,  V I C E - C H A I R  

ST I F E L  N I C O L A U S 

CH E R Y L  WH A L E N ,  SE C R E T A R Y - T R E A S U R E R   

O K L A H O M A  N A T U R A L  G A S  CO M P A N Y  

E A R N I E  G I L D E R ,  PA S T  - CH A I R  
I N T E R S T A T E  PR O P E R T I E S,  I N C .  

 
   

Wayne Wilburn 
BancFirst 

 

Janey Boydston 
Cagleõs Flowers & Gifts 

 

Jay Akard 
Citizens Security Bank and Trust 

 

Greg Buckley 
City Manager, City of Muskogee 

 

John Tyler Hammons 
Mayor, City of Muskogee 

 

Pete Beaver 
Creek Nation National Council 

 

Nanette Robertson 
Eastern Workforce Investment Board 

 

Steven Smalley 
Farmers Insurance Group 

 

Tom Walden 
HR Ventures, LLC 

 

Gill Luton 
Georgia-Pacific 

Sue Harris 
Greater Muskogee Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 
Leisha V. Haworth 

Greater Muskogee Development 

Corporation 

 
Tom Stiles 

Indian Capital Technology Center 

 
Scott Robinson 

Muskogee City-County Port Authority 

 
Gene Wallace 

Muskogee County Commissioner 

 
Steve Mahan 

Muskogee Regional Medical Center 

 

Hubert Lontz 
O-I 

 

Bob Luttrull 
Pioneer Abstract and Title Company 

 

David Ragsdale 
Ragsdale Funeral Home 

MUSKOGEE DEVELOPMENT  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 
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INDUSTRIAL PARKS  
 

        Total Acreage        Available Acreage  

Port of Muskogee     450          200 

Muskogee      66          16  

Davis Field      550          550  

Turnpike      46         9  

East Pointe     119          39  

South Side      242          242  

John T. Griffin      290          117 

John T. Griffin Expansion     237                              237 
 

 

 

I NDUSTRIAL RECRUITMENT 

Quick Facts 

Ç In 2009, Muskogee County had a net loss of 919 jobs, a 
2.0 percent decrease from 2008.  

Ç Future job growth over the next ten years predicted to 
be 29.8%. 

Ç The unemployment rate in Muskogee County as of 
November 2009 is 8.5% or 1.5% lower  than the national 
average.  

Ç Muskogee ranks the 19th least expensive city in the 
nation; our cost of living is 12.7% lower than the U.S. 
average. 

Ç Muskogee boasts the 2nd lowest transportation costs 
and the 20th lowest housing costs, as compared to the 
rest of the nation.   

Ç Muskogee's population is approximately 40,099, a 
population growth of 4.67 percent since 2000.   

Sources: Economic Modeling Specialist, Inc., Fast Forward, Inc., Oklahoma 
Employment Security Commission, ACCRA Cost of Living Index, Q3 2009, U.S. 
Census Bureau, 2008 Population Estimates, Census 2000 

 

 

Muskogee Development facilitated  a total of 38 projects from the 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce and independent 
companies during the year 2009, a 23.7% decrease from 2008.   

These projects represented over $396 million in capital 
investments, $148 million in annual payroll, and totaled more 
than 4,100 potential jobs. 

 
Of the projects submitted, 39% were requests from the Oklahoma 
Department of Commerce with the remaining 61% from utility 
companies, site locators, businesses and entrepreneurs. 

 
Muskogee Development hosted 21 site visits for site locators and 
businesses during 2009, which represents 55% of the total 
number of projects submitted.   
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Program Highlights 

         2009             2008 
Visits to Existing Industries       13              12 
New Companies Contacted        9              11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The creation of the Greater Muskogee Manufacturers Alliance (GMMA) was one of 
Muskogee Developmentõs pride accomplishments during 2008.  Muskogee 
Development continues to serve the Alliance as a liaison to accomplish their goals. The 
Alliance was created with the assistance of Muskogee Developmentõs Established 
Industries Committee in response to manufacturersõ requests during BR&E visits for a 
forum exclusive to manufacturing.   

 
Company Highlights 

COMING SOON:  

Ç The eight-story Manhattan Building, 323 W. Broadway, will be turned into 42 apartments for low-to-
moderate income seniors.  Renovation of the building is expected to begin at the end of 2009. 

Ç The City of Muskogee Foundation will open their office in January, located on North Third Street, next 
door to the former J. Beck Jewelers store.   

Ç Ground was broken in early September for the  Robison Park Development project. The park is currently 
under construction and is scheduled to be completed in May 2010.  The park will include a splash pad, 
basketball courts, a baseball field, three practice baseball fields, a pond, picnic facilities, open lawn 
areas, a drinking fountain, a playground, and 6,600 feet of jogging trails.    

Ç In September, ground was broken for a $25 million Armed Forces Reserve Center at Davis Field Airport.  
The Center is expected to be completed in late 2010, and will accommodate as many as 600 troops at the 
facility on any given weekend.   

Ç Candlewood Suites Hotel is planned for the site of what used to be the K-Wood Lumber and Home 
Center, 2914 W. Shawnee Bypass. 

BUSINESS RETENTION  
AND EXPANSION 

OPENINGS AND EXPANSIONS IN 2009:  

Ç IBC Bank opened their newly relocated 2,368-square-foot branch, in October, located at 3143 Azalea Park Drive.   
Ç Okieõs Restaurant on U.S. 69 completed their remodel in October, adding a saloon, featuring a dance floor and bar.  
Ç In October, Wal-Mart celebrated the grand opening of the newly remodeled and expanded Wal -Mart Supercenter.  
Ç An 85-bed Fairfield Inn opened in September, along U.S. 69 next to the new IHOP.  Fairfield Inns are part of the Marriott 

Hotel chain and cater to business customers. 
Ç American Bank of Oklahoma opened a new branch office, in September, located at the corner of York and Chandler, formerly 

IBC Bank. 
Ç Davis Field Airport completed construction on the addition of a 14-bay hangarĂ as well as a spacious addition to the current 

terminal, in August. These improvements are part of an overall capital investment initiative planned for the airportĂ which is 
ownedĂ operated and maintained by the city of Muskogee.  

Ç In August, Connorõs State College opened their first business incubator, consisting of office space up to 1,390 square feet in 
two suites. Business incubators are spaces to help start-up or expanding business develop and grow into job -creating entities. 

Ç During the year, Severs Block Building on West Broadway has attracted several new tenants including:  Western Finance, a 
loan company; The Hill, a candle shop; and Reauxbearõs, a trendy clothing store.  

Ç In May, Orscheln Farm & Home moved into the former Price Cutter grocery store at 6 East Shawnee Bypass, on the corner of 
Shawnee and Main Street. The new facility has allowed the farm supply store to double its space and have room to sell and 
mount tires.  

Ç A new 6,000 square feet Car Mart dealership opened its doors in March 2009 at 1501 West Shawnee Bypass. 
Ç Toyota of Muskogee opened a larger dealership, in March at 2314 West Shawnee Bypass.  The dealership building is 30,672 

square feet, and the site is approximately 2 ½ times larger than its previous location at 1330 North Main Street.  The 
dealership expects to hire more mechanics, more parts people and more sales people. 

Ç Muskogee Community Hospital opened their 45 bed, $52 million, 95,000sq.ft. acute care facility in March.   
Ç A new 25,000-square-foot clothing store, Itõs Fashion, opened in March, at the location of the former Goodyõs clothing in 

River City Plaza. 
Ç In February, Furniture Factory Outlet opened a new 24,500 square feet store located on West Shawnee Bypass.  The store 

offers more room than it had at its previous 14,000-square-foot facility in Curtõs Shopping Center.  
Ç Muskogee County Farm Bureau celebrated the grand opening of its new county office in January, located at 28 East Shawnee. 
Ç The VA Regional Office has expanded to a third building òthe Annexó in May, spending $2.1 million in renovations over the 

year, adding 20,000sf of office space. From 505 employees in 2005, to 1,265 employees in September 2009, the Muskogee 
VARO increased their workforce by 150%, giving them the new title of the òlargest Regional Office in the USó.  

Ç  
CLOSURES IN 2009: 
Ç In March, Fanelli Trucking closed its doors after 3 decades, due to the economy. 
Ç Braumõs closed their location on East Side Blvd in July. 
Ç In July, Gambleõs Family Diner closed their location on South York Street. 
Ç B and J Restaurant, located at 701 S. York Street, closed in June, after eight years in business. 
 

 

The Alliance is 100% manufacturer driven, 
and is chaired by Hubert Lontz, Plant 
Manager of O-I.  Under his leadership, 
GMMA has established a voiceé bringing 
together 83 members from 33 local 
manufacturers, who together employ over 
3,500 local workers.  During the last year, 
members have addressed issues ranging 
from the importance of character in the 
workplace to current and future legislation 
impacting Muskogeeõs manufacturers. They 
have also established a unified voice within 
the local, state, and federal legislation arenas, 
through letters and petitions.  

 
 
 

From left to right: 

City Manager, Greg Buckley; Haskell 

Company Representatives; Maj. Gen. 

Bruce Casella; Lt. Gov. Jeri Askins; 

Maj, Gen. Myles L. Deering; Field Rep. 

for Sen. Dan Boren, Ben Robinson; 

Muskogee Mayor, John Tyler Hammons; 

State Rep. Jerry McPeak; and Senator 

Earl Garrison break ground on the new 

$25 million Armed Forces Reserve 

Center in September 

Davis Field Airport supporters helped 

celebrate the ribbon cutting on the 

newly constructed 14-bay T-hangar 

complex in August 
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Muskogee Development, Muskogee Chamber of Commerce, and Indian Capital Technology Center partnered to 
present twelve  area businesses with awards, this past October.  Award winners were selected with input by 
Muskogee Development's Established Industries Committee, and were evaluated in several categories including 
safety, employee development, and community service .  Mu skogee Development awarded its Special 
Recognition Award to Hubert Lontz , Jr. of O-I for his continued service and support of Muskogee Development.  
Lontz serves on Muskogee Developmentõs Board of Directors, the Established Industries Committee, and has 
chaired the Greater Muskogee Manufacturers Alliance (GMMA) since its inception in 2008.  Two businesses were 
inducted into Muskogeeõs òCentury Clubó honoring businesses that have been established in Muskogee for 100 
years or longer, Muskogee Fairgrounds and Saint Joseph Catholic School.  Currently, 1 6 businesses have been 
inducted into this elite group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Indian Capital Technology 
Center for sponsoring this event; Georgian 
Belton, ICTC Culinary Arts Department; our 
award sponsors: American Bank of Oklahoma, 
Armstrong Bank, BancFirst, Bank of 
Oklahoma, Citizens Security Bank and Trust 
and First National Bank; and to the Chair of 
the Established Industries Committee, Connie 
Cunningham, Manufacturing Extension 
Agent, for her continued dedication and 
service. 

On Left: 

Hubert Lontz, Jr., 

Plant Manager of 

O-I poses after 

being selected to 

receive 

Muskogee 

Developmentôs 

2009 Special 

Recognition 

Award  

2009 Business and Industry Award Recipients 

Special Recognition by Muskogee Development ð Hubert Lontz, Jr., O-I 

Partners in Progress ð BRB Roofing & Manufacturing 

Safety Award ð ACME Engineering & Manufacturing 

Employee Development ð Advantage Controls, Inc. 

Community Leadership & Involvement ð Shawn Kirk, Boral Bricks 

Workforce Expansion ð U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs Regional Office 

Business Startup ð Muskogee Community Hospital 

New Product Development ð BRB Roofing & Manufacturing 

Innovative Marketing ð ACME Engineering & Manufacturing 

Distinguished Service Award by ICTC ð Roberta Scott 

  

 

12TH ANNUAL BUSINESS AND 

I NDUSTRY SERVICES BANQUET 

Century Club Members 
 
2009 Inductees 

Muskogee Fairgrounds - 1907 
Saint Joseph Catholic School - 1903 
 
2007 - 2008 Inductees 

Bacone College ð 1880             
City of Muskogee - 1898 
Griffin Food Company  - 1908 
Hoffman Printing Company - 1907  
Muskogee Country Club - 1907            
Muskogee Day Nursery  - 1906       
Muskogee Phoenix - 1888              
Muskogee Public Schools - 1898       
Muskogee Transfer and Storage - 1901 
OG&E Electric - 1902 
Oklahoma Natural Gas - 1906 
Pioneer Abstract and Title - 1905 
Ragsdale Funeral Center - 1887 
US Post Office - 1872 
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Professional Development 
The staff of Muskogee Development attended the following professional development courses 
during 2009: 

Ç Cherokee Nation New Markets Tax Credits Briefing  

Ç Economic Development Institute Training  

Ç IEDCõs Broadband Stimulus Grant Webinar 

Ç Muskogee Nonprofit Resource Centerõs Social Marketing for Non-Profits 
Workshop   

Ç NSUõs Giving Voice to Northeastern Oklahoma Economic Summit 

Ç Oklahoma Economic Development Council Strategic Planning Training 
Session 

Ç Oklahoma Economic Development Council Meetings 

Ç Oklahoma Manufacturerõs Alliance 2009 Conference 

Ç Oklahoma Press Associationõs 2009 Open Meetings / Open Records 
Seminar 

Ç Oklahoma Wind Energy Supply Chain Workshop  

Ç Online GIS Demonstration Session ð Kuder Associates 

Ç Statewide Executive Pulse Training  Workshop s 
 

Presentations & Trade Shows 
Muskogee Developmentôs staff presented its mission and the state of Muskogeeôs economy to the 

following: 

Ç 2009 Muskogee Success Expo  

Ç 2009 Muskogee High School Career Fair 

Ç 2009 Oklahoma Wind Conference Exhibitor 

Ç GMDCõs New Board Member Orientation 

Ç Leadership Muskogee ð Class XVI 

Ç Mayorõs Presidential Forum on Job Creation in Muskogee 

Ç Morning Optimist  

Ç Quarterly Presentations to City Council  & Public Works  

Ç Revolution 2009: Oklahoma Wind Energy Conference Exhibitor  

 

Sponsored Events 
Muskogee Development sponsored the following community events in 200 9: 

Ç Southside & John T. Griffin Industrial Parks Tree Planting  

Ç U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Appreciation Reception  

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

From left to right: 

James Gulley, Love Bottling Company; Joel Cousins, 

Stifel Nicolaus; Cheryl Whalen, ONG; and Wayne 

Wilburn, BancFirst network between sessions at 

Muskogee Developmentôs 2008 Annual Board Meeting 

and Planning Session 

Mayor John Tyler 

Hammons and 

Leisha Haworth, 

Executive Director 

of Muskogee 

Development 

present the VA 

Regional Office 

with a Special 

Recognition Award 

from Muskogee 

Development and 

the City of 

Muskogee 

 

From left to Right: 

Leisha Haworth, Executive 

Director of Muskogee 

Development, VA Regional 

Office Representatives, JD 

Dillingham, Education 

Officer, Bill Fillman, former 

Director, and Francie 

Wright, Assistant Director, 

Lisa Clark, Rural 

Development Specialist with 

Oklahoma Dept. of 

Commerce, and Phyllis 

Curtis, Assistant Education 

Officer 

Marie Seabolt, Director of Marketing and Research with 

Oklahoma Department of Commerce Site Location 

Consultant, Jim Igarta at the 2009 Oklahoma Wind 

Conference 

Leisha Haworth and Marie Seabolt pose with Muskogee 

Developmentôs Booth Display at the 2009 Muskogee 

Success Expo 


