
Muskogee Development hosted a recognition 

reception, in July, honoring the Muskogee VA 

Regional Office for their continued creation of 

jobs and for their investment in Muskogeeõs 

economic future. 
 

Members of the 

community, includ-

ing the Mayor, City 

Manager, County 

Commissioner and 

elected officials at-

tended the event 

to show their sup-

port. 
 

Mayor John T. 

Hammons presented Francie Wright, Assistant 

Director of the VA Regional Office, with a 

Certificate of Appreciation from Muskogee 

Development and the City of Muskogee.  In 

addition to local recognition, Lisa Clark, Rural 
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Tri Alexander Transportation, Inc. has been selected as one of the òTop 20 Fleets in the U.S. To 

Drive Foró.  This award was presented by the Truckload Carrierõs Association on March 10, 2009, 

at their annual convention in Florida.   
 

There were 75 entries from the U.S. and Canada.  Tri Alexander was also chosen as the òNumber 

Two Company To Drive Foró in the Under 100 Trucks category.    
 

òOur driverõs are the core of the company.  We are fortunate to have drivers that exhibit their 

knowledge, safe driving skills, and years of experience every single dayó, said Susan Trickey, Presi-

dent and co-owner of Tri Alexander Transportation.  
 

òThank you to our company drivers and owner operators for making this prestigious award possi-

ble.   It is your loyalty, dedication to safety, and attention to Customer service details that keeps 

Tri Alexander in the forefront of the trucking industry,ó she continued.    
 

Tri Alexander Transportation, Inc. is a full truckload dry-van carrier based in Muskogee, OK.  

Their authority is for contract and common carrier in all 48 contiguous states.  Tri Alexander also 

has intra-state Oklahoma authority.    
 

The company was founded by Gary Alexander and 

Susan Trickey in December of 2006.  Since that 

time, Tri Alexander Transportation has received 

the 2008 Outstanding Business Start-Up award 

from Muskogee Development, and a 2008 Safety 

award from the Oklahoma Trucking Association. 

 

Tri Alexander Transportation in òTop 20 Best Fleets to Drive Foró  

Development Specialist with 

the Oklahoma Department 

of Commerce honored the 

Regional Office with a Spe-

cial Recognition award for 

their contributions to the 

economic future of Okla-

homa. 
 

Bill Fillman, former Director 

of the Regional Office stated 

òIn 1998, we had 182 em-

ployees, eleven years later, 

we now have over 1,200 

employeesó, becoming 

Muskogeeõs 2nd largest em-

ployer. 
 

Francie spoke of the economic impact the VA 

Regional Office has on the Muskogee Commu-

nity, òWe now have a $55 million per year pay-

roll with an average annual salary of $48,000.ó   

Mayor John Tyler Hammons and Leisha Haworth, 

Executive Director of Muskogee Development 

presented the VA Regional Office with a Special 

Recognition Award from Muskogee Development 

and the City of Muskogee. 

Lisa Clark, Rural Development Specialist with 

Oklahoma Dept. of Commerce presented the 

VA Regional Office with a Special Recognition 

Award from the State of Oklahoma. 

From left to Right: 

Leisha Haworth, Executive Director of Muskogee Development, VA 

Regional Office Representatives, JD Dillingham, Education Officer, Bill 

Fillman, former Director, and Francie Wright, Assistant Director, Lisa 

Clark, Rural Development Specialist with Oklahoma Dept. of 

Commerce, and Phyllis Curtis, Assistant Education Officer 



Muskogee Development is pleased to announce the election 

of four new members and two new appointees to their 

board of directors. In addition to new members, the board 

also elected Al Stevens, Oklahoma Gas & Electric (OG&E), 

as their 2009 chair, Joel Cousins, UBS Financial Services, as 

vice-chair, and Cheryl Whalen, Oklahoma Natural Gas 

Company (ONG), as secretary/treasurer. 
 

The newly approved board 

members are: Janey Boydston, 

Cagleõs Flowers and Gifts; Gill 

Luton, Georgia-Pacific; Tom 

Walden, HR Ventures, LLC; and 

Hubert Lontz, O-I.  The newly 

appointed City Council member 

is: David Ragsdale, Jr., US De-

partment of Veterans Affairs.  The newly appointed Citizen 

Representative is: Stephen Smalley, Farmers Insurance. 
 

This distinguished line-up joins Muskogee Developmentõs 

current board members; Wayne Wilburn, BancFirst, Jay 

Akard, Citizens Security Bank and Trust; City Manager, 

Greg Buckley, City of Muskogee; Mayor John Tyler 

Hammons, City of Muskogee; Pete Beaver, Creek Nation 

National Council; Nanette Robertson, Eastern Workforce 

Investment Board; Leisha Haworth, Greater Muskogee  
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Muskogee Industrial Park Gets Much Needed Facelift 

Taking responsibility foréA More Beautiful Muskogee.  Or, fifteen thousand ways to recruit new business, preserve land 

and wildlife, and engage local students in the effort. 
 

Ben Franklin Science Academy as recipient of a Project Learning Tree òGreenworksó grant, A 

More Beautiful Muskogee, Inc., Greater Muskogee Development Corporation, Port of Muskogee, 

City of Muskogee and many others partnered to create landscape buffers at Southside and John T. 

Griffin/Port of Muskogee Industrial Parks in Muskogee.    
 

This community collaboration began with the narrowly-focused concept of enhancing a city-owned, 

yet undeveloped, Industrial Park, and evolved into an ongoing 

community-wide Beautification Plan involving almost two 

dozen Local, State and Federal resources, as well as school youth volunteers, their 

parents, teachers, the newspaper, and others.    
 

òWhen clients come out here and walk around the site, they donõt see this as an 

industrial site,ó said Leisha Haworth, Executive Director of Muskogee Development. 

Weõve been marketing this area, and we had a 

site location group consider this for a potential 

plant. But as pretty as it looked on paper, it did 

not look so good on a site tour. We commissioned an engineering plan to figure out 

how to turn this into a beautiful site.ó 
 

The first tangible step culminated in Mid- March, with the planting of approximately 

15,000 new trees in the buffer zone to utilize the natural drainage of the undeveloped 

Southside Industrial Park and John T. Griffin Industrial Park.  
 

The short term goal is to make the property more attractive to prospective users, util-

ize the land in as natural state as possible, develop environmentally friendly buffers between prospective industrial users of 

the land, create bird and wildlife habitat and long term carbon sequestration values of tree.  The long-term goal is the out-

reach and education opportunity with youth, and through the collaboration between local, state and federal entities, con-

tinue these good works at additional sites.         

       

Development Corporation; Tom Stiles, Indian Capital Tech-

nology Center; Earnie Gilder, Interstate Properties; Sue 

Harris, Muskogee Chamber of Commerce and Tourism; 

Scott Robinson, Muskogee City-County Port Authority; 

Gene Wallace, Muskogee County Commissioner; Steve 

Mahan, Muskogee Regional Medical Center; and Bob Lut-

trull, Pioneer Abstract and Title Company. 
 

Muskogee Developmentõs outgoing officers are Chair, Earnie 

Gilder, Interstate Properties, who will remain on the board 

as past chair; Vice Chair, James Gulley, Love Bottling Com-

pany; Past Chair, David Jones, Bank of Oklahoma.  Outgoing 

board members are Carter Bradley, Bradley Funeral Home, 

Inc.; Daniel Miller, Edward Jones Investments; Gary Parker, 

Moffitt, Parker and Company, Inc.; Chris Condley, First Na-

tional Bank of Muskogee; and Tim McElroy, Northeastern 

State University ð Muskogee. 
 

òWe want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our outgoing 

board members for their contributions, dedication and lead-

ership demonstrated over their terms.  We are delighted to 

welcome our new board members. Muskogee Develop-

ment, our membership and the Muskogee community will 

benefit from the broad range of expertise they bring to the 

table,ó says Leisha V. Haworth, Executive Director of Mus-

kogee Development.  
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